Saskatoon Brass Band

Responsibilities of Users of Band Owned Instrument
Instrument Loans
Band members who play an instrument owned by the band are required to pay a $50 security deposit as well as a $25 annual fee for maintenance and minor
 repairs.  The deposit is refundable on return of the instrument in good working order. (See section on Returning your instrument)  On receipt of an instrument from the Instrument Manager, borrowers will sign and receive a copy of  a loan agreement acknowledging their responsibilities, as well as a tracking form on which they acknowledge the current condition of the instrument.  This document elaborates on the responsibilities of the borrower.
Insurance

Coverage of loss of or damage to Band instruments is the responsibility of the borrower.  Homeowners’ policies generally cover items in your temporary custody, even if you don’t own them. Students studying away from home at a post-secondary institution are covered under their parents’ homowners’ or tenants’ policies.  In any case you should check your coverage in the case of your instrument. The Treasurer or Instrument Manager can give you an estimate of the replacement value of the instrument.

Instrument Care

Instrument Borrowers are responsible for keeping instruments cleaned and lubricated.  Failure to do so causes more rapid degradation of the instrument and can result in your having to pay for expensive repairs. You should rinse your horn out at least every week or two with warm water and give it a good wash every month or so.  Use good non-sticking valve oil such as Al Cass, and a viscous slide grease such as Selmer’s.  You should have a mouthpiece brush and a snake designed for the bore of your instrument, as well as a cleaning rod.  Things to do at cleaning time, in case no one ever told you:

· run warm soapy water through the instrument a few times, blowing it out forcefully.

· run the snake into the lead pipe with water in it and scrub it back and forth through as much of the pipe as you can get the snake into without scraping the metal end on the tubing or worse yet, valve casings. Rinse.

· drain the horn and remove all slides, valves, and  bottom valve caps.

· with a dry cloth or paper towel, rub the greased parts of all slides to get off the green stuff (verdigris)

· run the snake through each slide while immersing it in warm soapy water until the effluent runs clear.

· do the same in the open tube ends of the instrument, rinsing afterwards

· if your cleaning rod will go into the tubes and slides when covered with a soft cloth, do so, removing as much verdigris as you can; avoid metal-on-metal contact and don’t force it.

· do the same in the valve casings, being VERY careful to avoid metal-on-metal

· clean valve ports with the snake and wash valves, avoiding contact of water with felts and corks
· rub valves and clean out ports with the soft cloth

· clean bottom caps with paper towel or cloth

· if necessary, use an extremely fine silver polish (not Silvo or Brasso!) on tarnished areas.  If in doubt, don’t; you should use a silver polishing cloth after each playing anyway

· dry off all parts

· apply  slide grease sparingly and evenly around the leading (male) edge of each slide and insert it into the female end. Work the slide back & forth into the tube with the valve depressed. There should be a very small amount of grease left when the slide is all the way in; wipe this off with the slide pulled out a little.

· put on bottom valve caps to catch excess oil. Apply oil to each valve, holding the valve at the top of the casing so all parts are covered, then  determine the proper orientation of the valve before inserting it into its correct casing. Insert it straight in (no twisting!) without forcing it. Let the valve drop into place; if it won’t, lift it a little and try again. Be gentle!

· clean the mouthpiece with the mouthpiece brush.  You can put a little baking soda on the brush or put some on your finger to rub on the finish too; it’s a mild polish and deodorizer.

· put in the mouthpiece and play a scale to make sure the valves are in right.  You’re done! Listen carefully and you’ll hear your horn say thank you.  Groaannnnnn.

Notes

· Your horn will usually play better and the valves will be freer if you run warm water through it. An added incentive to do regular cleaning!

· Occasionally you may want to remove tarnish from slides.  You can use a non-gel toothpaste since it contains a very fine abrasive, but wash it off well afterwards or slides and valves will stick.

· Before each playing you should put a drop or two of oil on each valve; it not only lubricates the valve but washes dirt off.  If the instrument is new or has been dirty, you can remove the dirt from valve casings between full cleanings by wiping out the bottom valve caps.

· Wipe off exterior surfaces with a polishing cloth after each playing, particularly at points where you touch the instrument, and particularly if you have acid sweat.

· Never sit on your case (e.g. if you forgot your chair at a park job)

· Never leave your instrument lying on a chair;  someone may knock it off.  Don’t leave it resting on its bell; it might fall over. Use the case.  

· Treat the instrument as if it were your own; if you don’t, it might be.

Returning your instrument

You are expected to return the instrument in the same condition you received it, or better if possible.  Minor items such as worn lacquer after many years of use will be tolerated, but in most cases, scratches, dents, bends, seized slides, and pitted finishes on slides, valves or instrument exteriors will not be. You are expected to repair damage prior to returning the instrument, by visiting a competent instrument repair shop.

After you return the instrument, the Instrument Manager will examine its condition and compare with the condition at the time of sign-out.  If there has been no appreciable condition change in the instrument or any of the accessories (mouthpiece, case, etc), and the instrument is clean and lubricated, your deposit will be returned.  If not your deposit will be withheld and you may be asked to perform needed repairs at your expense.

The Instrument Manager has the right to inspect instruments on request to ensure they are being properly cared for. He/she may at such times request timely repairs followed by re-inspection. He/she may also retrieve the instrument permanently if there is evidence of wilful abuse or neglect. Such events will not be appreciated by other members since deposit and loaner rates may rise.

Finally

Brass instruments are quite robust, but they do require some TLC.  The Saskatoon Brass Band has invested significantly in instruments and depends upon them in order to continue producing good music for our community. Keeping them in good working order depends very significantly on you the borrower.  Thank you for your assistance. 

Eric Woodsworth

Instrument Manager 

September 2005
�Major repairs necessitated by accident rather than normal wear are covered by the deposit and/or the user of the instrument.





